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EIR JOIIN LURBOCK'S LIST—MR. RUSKIN—
OCEANA.

LA OO (EHPONDFEYT OF THE TRV,

RIS Yew o = Loxpox, Jan. 19, 1

Gir John Lubhock, banker, politician, and savant,
}as boen amnsing himsell with the familiar exer-
¢lse of composing n list of hooks for other people to
read, The other people in this cass are the mew-
bers of the Working Men's Coilege, and tho list ine
clndes one hundred writers of all ages and many
tongmes. Its eccentrieitics are alwo 1nnuy. The
workingman is wisely advised to read the * Pen-
pées” of Paseal, but nothng is snid of the * Provin-
cial Letters,” He 18 to be allowed one oration of
Demosthenes, but none of Cieer, whao figuren only
a8 the anthor of the treatises “De Officiis,”
“e Awmiecitin,” and “upe Eenectute”  The
list of Eastern Poetry docs  not  inclnde
the * golden Eastern lay,” Fitzgernld's version of
swhieh Tennvaon has just been telling nssdivinely
done. Of Voltaire, Charles X171 or Louis XIV. mav
beread, Besides Pascal, Voltuire sud Maoutaigne
there is ahsolutely mothing of Freneh literature
eave Molitre and one romance of Marivanx, thongh
Pescartes as a philosopher finds a place where Aris-
totle does not. The French of thia eentury are
simply ignored ; neither Vietor Huge nor Balzae
is thonght worthy of the British workingman's at-
tention

America, 88 o younger conntry, is treated by Eir
Jolm Lubbock worse than France: he allowa but
two American writers, Longfellow and Emerson,
Of Franklia he seems never to have heard, or one
would have thought Franklin just the man to Le
commended to the British artisan living in this
most  nrilitarian of ages. To . returm
to Fneland, Southey has the honor of Sir John
Lubbock’s recommendation; Landor lias not, nor
Coleridge. Burke's *sclect Works,” whatever
they may be, are thonght deserving of notice,
Macaulay is tolerated as an essayist, not as a his-
tortan. Novelists—like Burke—are to be taken in
selections only, and the list of novelists, which
omits Fielding, wiuds up with Bulwer Lytton,
Cervautes is shut out altogether. “The Arabian
Nights” are adwitted; not, it is to be presumed, in
Captain Burion’s version, Aliogether, Sir John
LubLbock, as an adviser in literature, will hardly
supersedle  Carlvle, or Emerson, or Comte, or
the supdry of hers who have written on the choice
of books.

There is no more futile oecnpation than this hook=
hist making. Itis the expression, in part, of individ-
wal tastes ; in part a mere record of stercotyped
opintons, Certain authors most be included, per-
haps a score; for the rest, the ground is more or
Jess debatable, No man hving has anthority to
exelude the groatest names,thong’,as we shall see,
thero isat least one man hiving who has the cour-
age to try. Sir John Lubbock, an able aud vérsatile
person, is destitute of any great call to speak for
literature ; he woald be the drst, no doubt, to
diselaim it. Butin these days a man of position
has onty to speak on @ subject, whether s own or
not, to insure a certain degree of attention. A
newspgper in  search of a  scusation is
pretty sure to seiza on his disconrse as a pretext
for some form of interview. This is what The Pall
Mall has done. With churacteristic assurance that
paper thought proper. as it tells us, * to invite all
the best guides iv England to place thew clewa to
the bewildering labyrinth of books at the service
of the pnllie.,”

Public men in England aro easily drawn, aund
goam to care little what may be the character of
the drawer, First amoug the * best giidea ™ is
the Prince of Wales Thero is a story that a
funstionary attached to the personal service of the

Yrinee wps asked once upon @ time what the
Prince read.  * Nothing.” was the apswer, You
do not wean literully nothing ¥ “1 mean

that Hia Royal Highness never opensa book
por anewspaper,” The Inoctionary procecded 1o ox-
plain that the Prinee’s reading was dove for him
by competent persons and the result served np to
him in a condensed form.  Cure was taken that he
shonid not be ignoraut of matters which it was de-
sirable he should kuow. If this be a reproach lo
the Prince it was equally a reprosch to Victor
Hugo, of whom the satne story has been told ; Lruly,

of his late yeurs. However, the Prince nnkes
modest answer by his secretary, Mr. Francis
Knollys (to be pronounced Kuowles), that he

thinks SirJolin Lubbock’s list conld hardly be im-
proved upon, unless the “warks? of Dryden could
be added. There isa lady in Loudon, one sinong
the best-known of sociely quecns, whose veputation
as areader is said (o have boea bassdorigivally npon
a diligent study of Dryden. awml assduons qnota-
ton from him.  The Priges has eertaioly henrd
this story—there 15 nothing he does not Lear—and
his wention of Dryden may have been suggested
by 1t

Mr. Gladstone wasapplivd to not only bocause he
js the ** first of living statssmes,” hut as an omuiv-
orons reader.  He auswers, ou a post card, that Le

Acton lias one reauy made, winch perlaps he wight
Ealre kuown, Lond Acton has yet to be heard
from. ‘The really interesting answer cowes from
Mr. Ruskin, desiguuied, ratbher rashly, as the

first of living Euglish men ol letiers, a
titte to  which at least three  writers
bave at least an  equal claim.  He has

gent back the printed list of Sir Jobn Lubbock,
pusting lue pen lightly through the nee
s plottesquely ¥ thiough the rabbisi PsCT,
which onr banker-politician has advo d. The
erasures amount to just one-half of tho wiicw num-
ber and some of thom are curions exainples of Mr.
Ruskin’s prejodices.  Among the writers whom he
pits ** hghtly *in this new expurgatory Ladex, are
Pascal, Lucretius, Sophocles, that very Sophoeles
who, aecording 10 Me Arnold, “saw life cleagly
and saw it whole,” Buripides, Gibbon, Vol abre,
Hame, Longleliow und switt. Those whom

ess, and

win is blackest), Southey, Hune a3 essnyist,
Macaalay, Ewerson, Goetie, Thackeray and Goorge
Etiot,

By way of compensation, Mr, Ruskiz wakes an
addition or two to the orginal catalogue, Of Plato
e woulll nave the British workingmau reud, not
merely the Phwedo aod Republie, but “all”  He
brackets Pindar with Hesiod, Bacon s to be stud-
jed chiefly in * The New Atlants” Carlyls, to sir
John Lubbock's wind, is mainly valuabie for ™ Past
gud Present” ) and ** I'he Freach Revolution.
Mr. Ruskin says “everything,” and sl wors em-
phatically writes, against Scott, out of whom the
savant wonld leave us only selections, “every
word.” 8o mauy of Scott's words are surplusage
and s slovenly is his style (so Scotch also, and often
un-Eogiisly, that Mr. Ruskin's recommendation s
but too Likely to mislead the unpractised reader,
Boott is admirable for other quaiities than those
merely verbal, Mr. Ruskiw's additions include
also the first two hooks of Livy, all old books of
travel, Humboldt, the “*central model of wodern
travel,” aud James Forbes, " essential to the wod-
ern Swiss tourist,” There remains, 1o his opinion,
euough for a life's liberal reading, and choice for
auy truo worker's loyul readiog.

Rowe wention has lately appear«d in Euglish
papers of  testimonial to Mr. Ruskin.  Prepara-
tion was mude for thin wonths age, but the ciren-
Jars wore marked private und confidential, und it is
an open question how knowledge of the scheme
got to the public press. It boonme, however, matter
for diseussion ; editorlal articles were written on
it ; one such nppeared in The Daily Telegraph, and of
this Mr. Ruskin himself has taken notice. He is not
ungrateful for the kinduess shown him, but cannot
forbear asneer at the “ sontimental friends ” who
conceived the scheme of the address, What really

him, however, is the suggestion of The Tele-
graph that he has altored his views on politieal
economy. And he says:

The chaugoes of * doctrine” to which you refer
have been mnli whether students should draw on

or white, and the like; my political
has never changed 1 & single word or
and, being that of Homer and Plato, is
itele likely to do so, thongh not acceptable to the
m of & country w milkmaids eanvot make
tter por her biacksmiths buyonets,
Indeed, the writer whom Mr. Ruskiu thus rehukes
. ought to huvesteered clear of this political evonomy
shoal, It was to Mr, Raskin as, above all other
I.m.lmolplilial economy, that bis
 sgaptiments| friends” desired toofter their hamuge.

Y iy they expluined in their mauteato, wud this &

i A dms et 5 o R o

has no timae to frame a isr, but koows that Lord |

signify our respect and admiration for the writer
on art, who nevertheless have never heen able to
take him seriously as a teacher on socinl and
political subjects.  With the perversiy of genins
and of the spoiled ehild, Mr. Ruskin has iussted,
and si11l insists. on regardimg hissocial and political
writings as s chief elaim to the gratitnde of the
pubtie, It may be denbted whether the publie will
care more for them uow that he has revealed
the sonrees of this inspiration, and made it known
that it is the wisdom of Homer and Plato which lie
applies to the problems of the prosent.

Messrs, Loogmans have pablished Mr. Fronde's
adwirable “Oceana” in a form jndicionsly calon-
lated to repel the buyer. The bluish sen-green
enver may be meant to harmonize with the titly,
but the gilt and blaek lotterive, the repetition uf
the title on the site and the strange deviee of n
sun (whetlher sotting or risingit is hard to 8ay),
flinging ont its rays like the spokes of a wheel
give to the volme exteraally a catoh-penuy ap-
A great many pennies goto thos oatehing.

pearanes,
It is a single Svo voluane of less than 400 pagrs,
but it is oftered to the publie at 18s,, or $4 5O
The exense for enhancmg the price may be found
it the wood engravings, which coarsely reproduce
deawings by Mr. Fronde aud s travelling com-
panion, Lord Elplinstone, which were in thom-
colves, so far as one can Judge, excelleut. Bat the
real secret of tho dearness is the combination
hetween pubhsher and cireulating librarian, The
latter 18 resolved that the publie shall not buy
hooks, but shall borrow them, and the publisher
ouly too readily falls in with tho scheme of a laree
enstomer, G, W, B

New Publicatious.

I ROM “PUNCIL”
o Taro volumes of * St. Nicholas," most adim!rably done!
A galiery of pictures and a treasury of fun,
A shoa! of striking stories nnd lots of lanzhing lavs,

That children all will revel in throngh many merry days! ”
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